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“Going into WWII, troops were told who their main enemies would be:
Hitler, Mussolini, Hirohito, and...gonorrhea. In order to prevent the type of
rampant venereal disease that plagued the U.S. military during WWI, in the late
1930s the government commissioned a series of colorful PSAs aimed at
warning troops of the dangers that lurked with randy pleasures. From disease-
riddled French prostitutes, to Nazis dancing arm in arm with sexy skeletons,
these ads were both fascinating and frightening. Initially drawing inspiration
from ads created by the Works Progress Administration under FDR’s New
Deal, artists used a wide range of techniques to get the message out, from
dramatic comic-book pamphlets to funny slogans like ‘Fool the Axis—use
Prophylaxis!’”*
*Laura Feinstein, The Military’s Graphic Design War On Venereal Disease,” Good, 13 February 2015. Retrieved
from: http://magazine.good.is/slideshows/the-militarys-graphic-design-war-on-venereal-disease
BACKGROUND
• During World War I, the Army lost the services of  roughly 18,000 men per 
day due to venereal disease (VD).
• Aware of  this, a concerted effort was launched during World War II to 
raise awareness about the dangers of  VD through training, advertising 
campaigns, publications, and posters. Also, medical treatment improved: in 
1943, gonorrhea cases required hospital treatment of  30 days; curing 
syphilis took an average of  6 months. By mid-1944, a hospital stay for 
gonorrhea was reduced to just 5 days.
• Efforts at improving awareness and developments in medicine reduced the 
number of  personnel incapacitated by VD during World War II by 30-fold 
from the previous World War – to 606 per day.
• This is a good example of  wartime propaganda to improve the health and 
readiness of  American troops.
THE COST ON MANPOWER 
& READINESS
War Department pamphlet provided 
to new recruits upon enlistment.
SUMMARY OF INFORMATION 
IN THE PAMPHLET:
1. It is not necessary to have sexual intercourse in 
order to keep strong and well.
2. Disease may ruin the sex organs and deprive a man 
of  his health and happiness.
3. You have a fine healthy body now. Keep it that way.
4. Venereal diseases come from sex relations or 
intimate contact with a diseased person. They are very 
serious. Gonorrhea and syphilis are two of  the worst.
5. Most prostitutes have venereal disease.
6. Guard against venereal disease by staying away from 
“easy” women. Don’t gamble your health away.
7. If  you do not have self-control then do not fail to 
take safety measures.
8. If  you get diseased, report at once to your 
commanding officer. Time is most important.
9. Will power and self-control help to keep a man’s 
body and mind healthy.
10. A healthy body and a healthy mind lead to 
happiness.

In 1944, approximately 400,000 military members were in Hawaii. Men indulged in “vice activities”
during the day with a sense of urgency because of a lights-out policy at sunset. Lines of sailors could be
seen often in a ten-block area of Chinatown – waiting for access to brothels and tattoo parlors, all in the
same day. Tattoo parlors would have 400 patrons per day. Prostitutes serviced 100 customers per day for









Rabbit, in sailor's suit, running 
in direction of  sign pointing to 
Prophylactic Station ("pro"). 
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